VANGIN-CHURE

well as the hilt of the knife are finely wrought in silver.

Like nearly all fine metal work in Mongolia, these
cutlery sets are generally made by the lamas, but not
always in silver, which is comparatively malleable.
Frequently they use the hardest steel, into which
they carve microscopic designs with the most wonder-
ful precision. I was told that some of these master-
pieces of the metal-worker's art take months, and even
years, to complete and are immensely valuable.

The well-to-do Mongolians also carry in their
belts pipe-cleaners wrought in silver or in the more
expensive steel.

Most of the "shops'5 in Vangin-Chure are really
only covered stalls erected in the open, yet they are
surprisingly well-stocked with all sorts of goods,
from Southern Chinese cane sugar to strychnine from
Hungary, and from ordinary cotton fabrics to the
most expensive silks. There are also a few really
big stores, with separate departments for articles of
food and clothing, fancy goods, and anything else the
customer may require.

The Mongolian or Chinese shopkeeper does not
insist on payment in cash and a considerable pro-
portion of his trade is transacted by barter. That
was how, for instance, I once bought a pipe in exchange
for a number of silk ribbons.

However, both buyer and seller must have strong
lungs, for prolonged bargaining is an indispensable
part of every transaction.
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